Central ventilatory dysfunction in myelodysplasia: an independent determinant of survival.
Central ventilatory dysfunction (CVD) is a significant complication of myelodysplasia with Arnold-Chiari type II defect. The records of 616 patients with myelodysplasia were reviewed and CVD was documented in 35 cases (5.7 per cent): it was the single most common cause of death in this population. There was no significant association between CVD and level of lesion, severity of hydrocephalus, hemorrhage or infection. The effects of CVD may be variable, with some patients having spontaneous remission and others having severe, often fatal, disruption of ventilation.